We wish to highlight in this last chapter of the book, the-
impact of the Buddha-Bodhisattva phenomenon on the world of
human ideas. The viewpoint adopted in our treatise is basically
one of a late twentieth century Hindu.

The Buddha's goal was essentially elimination of human1
misery. He claimed to have discovered the ancient Aryan path
towards that goal. At the same time, he cautioned against the
social aberrations of his time which were not conducive towards
a total emancipation of the mankind. Thus, while his emphasis
was on the spiritual path, the social factors were not ignored in
Ms world-view. Very few scholars have drawn attention to the
latter. An appraisal of the Buddha's message would remain
incomplete if we merely highlight the pinnacle, viz., his spiritual
message, and not the base of the mountain, namely, his views-
on caste and privilege, struggle for social justice, family and
social ties, duties of a householder and the social values of
democracy and spiritual communism.